
 

 

Maybe we are trying to deal with anxiety the wrong way…   

Consider how Peter addressed his community of Christians:  

    “All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because “God opposes the proud but shows 
favor to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:5b-7, NIV)  

In the original language Peter used, verses six and seven are not two separate sentences. They are connected—they 
are one. This means the ideas are connected as cause and effect — casting our anxiety on God requires humbling 
ourselves first. When pride goes, anxiety goes with it.  

Where my pride is present, anxiety is revealed.   

There have been many times when I quoted verse 7, prayed this verse and even preached about this verse. But, 
each time, I just wanted to unload my anxiety without really changing anything about myself. Have you ever tried 
to cast your anxieties on God while holding on to your pride? It doesn’t work that way, does it?   

Pride and anxiety come wrapped in the same package. If you insist on doing it your way, then expect to feel like the 
weight of the world is on your shoulders. You may have a lot of investment in someone or something—so of course 
you are going to pay attention. The only way you can rid yourself of the kind of needless anxiety is by first ridding 
yourself of the notion that you’re the center of the universe or that you can somehow control people, outcomes, 
situations or circumstances.  

I’m not suggesting that all anxiety is rooted in pride. But I do know Peter knew a lot about pride and humility. 
Humility is a choice. When we are focused only on ourselves —our hurts, hang-ups or habits—our attempts to 
make things right won’t sustain a sense of peace for very long. Marvelous, miraculous things happen when we 
relinquish control and surrender to God.   

Imagine praying like this: “Lord, I am tired of trying to do things on my own. I don’t want to make a decision without 
You. I can’t be the spouse you want me to be without You. I can’t be the parent or grandparent You want me to be 
without You. I can’t do my job without You. I can’t live without You! I trust you with my people, outcomes, situations 
and circumstances. I need reminding that You have our best interest at heart.  Forgive me. Fill me with Your 
presence, so that, I may more like You, amen.”  

May His mighty hand lift you above the waves and put you onto solid ground. 

Thank you!   

You’ve done it again! Bravo Willerup Church! Thank you to so many who stepped up to help make a very difficult 
time less painful for Pastor Brian Cook and his family. We celebrated the life of his mother Harriet Cook Saturday, 
July 31. Thank you for your love of our pastors and their families. You are truly Christ followers who walk in the 
Light! 
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 HISTORY SPEAKS for  AUGUST 2021.   By Judy Vasby 

REALITY VS. POETRY? – That Is the Question. 

Words matter when talking about God.   But language has changed over the decades.  Meanings of words have changed.  

Theological emphases have changed. So how can we say that “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever”-? 

(Hebrews 13:8) 

Recently I read an article in the Methodist History Magazine (April 2021) that was titled, “The Pressure of 

Reality and the Sound of Holiness; Developments in the Methodist/Holiness Poetic, 1870-1950”  by Steven 

D. Cooley.  Sounds like a big ‘yawn,’ doesn’t it?  But, being a fan of poetry and the Holiness Movement of 

the late1800s, I felt that I had to investigate this presentation.      

Wikipedia explains that “Holiness adherents believe that while Christians may fall into sin, they also have 

the God-given power to avoid committing sin, and in this sense be free from sin.”  It went back to John 

Wesley’s teaching in the 1700s about sanctification and moving on to perfection and the encouragement 

given from one Christian to another in weekly ‘cell groups’ held in homes.  True faith brings a 

transformation within a person’s heart through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  However, over time some 

ministers stopped emphasizing that.  Then, in the late 1800’s, after the Civil War, there was another ‘awakening’ to these 

concepts, which were especially emphasized in the Camp Meetings.  Many people gave their lives to the Lord under the lively 

music and powerful, passionate preaching that marked those meetings.  Heartfelt sorrow for one’s sins and a personal 

relationship with the Savior were marks of a true believer.  Gradually a further concept 

emerged – or re-emerged- the idea that it was not enough for a person to have faith that 

stayed internal. No, one must share that faith by witnessing in both word and deed– out of 

gratitude, so that others would be attracted to Jesus, too.  And from that arose the great 

missionary societies and social service agencies of the churches. 

So -what do ‘words’ have to do with all this?  My simplified take-away is that there was 

confusion caused by holiness speakers & hymn writers who used metaphors, imagery, and 

poetic language to explain Jesus, salvation, and the benefits of living a God-pleasing life.  

“Emotional piety” is not enough. There needs to be more “clear, accurate, and mature” 

language to explain spiritual concepts, more reality and less poetry.  Yet Wesley said there should be an emotional response to 

God, a warm heart experience.  And Jesus Himself used metaphors and parables to get His points across, and the Psalms writers 

and prophets used poetry and highly emotional language. That confused me, because “poetic’ language was now being 

challenged.  Then, around the 1950s, theological language moved toward realism and concrete meanings. 

So how would you compare these two expressions? 

1-“In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for 

uncleanness.”  (Zechariah 13:1) 

 
2- “There is a fountain filled with blood Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;  

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood Lose all their guilty stains.”  (William Cowper, 1771) 

 
The first is reality- clear, accurate, and mature.  The second comes from the Holiness Movement. 

 
Here are two more:  

1- “And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died 

for them and rose again.”   2 Corinthians 5:15                                               

2. “I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today;  I know that He is living, whatever men may say;  

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives within my heart.” 

(A. H. Ackley, 1933) 

 
As for Reality versus Poetry, probably the truth is…that we need both ways of expressing and explaining God.  Some people 
respond better to plain, straight forward words, while others are moved to understanding that comes from more description, 
which elicits an image in their minds.  But a steady diet of either can lead to a lack of  what it means to be “rooted and grounded 
in love, and to comprehend…what is the width and length and depth and height-- to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 4:17) 



 

 

Willerup United Methodist Church 
Accountability Leadership Board 
July 2021 Board Meeting – July 26, 2021 
Heritage Hall – 6:30 PM—Summary 
    
1.  Call To Order  (Time: 6:35 PM) 
2.  Members Present (Recorded By Secretary)   
3.  Opening Prayer (Pastor Jen invited to offer) 
4.  ALB Members Prayer Time / Prayer Requests  
 
5. Acoustic Panels for Heritage Hall – update from Karl Nordvall 
Arrived, at Wolff Storage (1/2 will be delivered to another church) 
Request formation of a Work Team, led by Karl, to plan how to cover, 
hang, etc., then to do it. 
Karl will write up description of project and request for help and 
share with Megan. 
 
Tech Work Team 
Livestream Encoder was just replaced, and should help with glitches. 
 
6.  Card Ministry Requests / Messages / Signing 
Wolff Storage for accommodating us in storage of acoustic panel 
materials 
Marty Langhough for donating acoustic panel materials 
 
7.  Opening Leadership Teaching By Pastor  
Recommendation, based on book Post-Quarantine Church and per-
sonal observation, to keep church simple wherever we can. 
   
8.  Regular Action Items For Month 
A.  July 5 ALB Mtg. Minutes (June 2021 Mtg.)  
 Motion To Approve By: Shannon; Second: Judy 
 Vote: Approved 
B.  July 5 Budget Report (June 2021)   
 Motion To Approve By: Lisa; Second: Dick  
 Vote: Approved 
 
9.  Other Action Items Identified For This Meeting: - none 
 
10.  2021 Goals Update: 
A.  2021-A Willerup’s Decision on Future with “United” Methodist 
Church [Judy] 
Add article from Insight magazine to binder. 
In the denominational split, we should remember that both groups 
love people and love God.  They differ on the right way to do this, on 
what is best for people. 
 
B.  2021-B Church Ministries Review for Retention / Enhancement 
[Judy] 
  
C.  2021-C Willerup Church Next Generation Leaders / Servants Re-
newal [Dick / Ron] 
Willerup is currently seeking to fill in some positions, both paid and 
volunteer.  Most urgent are janitor, treasurer, and ALB Chair. 
 
D.  2021-D Willerup Church Policy, Procedures, Practices Defined per 
New ALB [Ron] 
Communication with Whitefish Bay church ALB in progress. 
 
11. Reports / Updates:     
A.  Trustee Team [Lisa / Gerry]  

Flooring at parsonage 80% done – Bill and Tim 
Painting 80% done - Lisa 
“God is at work here!” 
Pastor Jen has worked in garden 
Tree in cemetery blown down, Tim took care of it. 
New – Bats in our church belfry, guano on our steps, Bill and Tim will 
discuss and take action 
New parsonage phone number 
 
B.  Staff / Pastor / Parish Team [Dick]  
CCC is coming up soon – We will communicate with District Superin-
tendent to set date 
 
C.  Lay Leadership [Carl] – attended WI UMC Annual Conference 
 
D.  Ministries Team [Judy] 
Shared and added to digital copy of split binder resources 
Sent list of observed issues with livestream and TV broadcast to Tech 
Work Team 
List of ALB positions and timeline for replacement 
Collection of items for MMDC counted and sent in 
Leading development of North Central Jurisdictional Commission on 
Archives and History Virtual Convocation 
Talked with Rev. Dick Wang regarding possible donor for funds for 
history museum 
History Speaks article on the Holiness Movement in the Methodist 
church, 1870-1950 
Asked to tell faith story for a conference UMW “Mission u” class – 
pray for God’s guidance. 
 
E.  Finance / Budget Team [Shannon / Cathy] 
 
F.  Board Chair (Communications / Goals) [Ron]  
Separate meeting to be planned to discuss book and 2022 goals  
 
G.  Pastor Updates / Reports [Pastor Jen] 
Shared schedule for next year – worship and event planning 
 
New tech subscriptions – new website, Shutterstock, Photoshop, 
Shift Worship (videos and visuals) 
Upcoming - Photoshop class for Megan 
Motion – Lisa – fund all 4 subscriptions, half from Computer fund, 
half from General Fund, or from a grant if available from the district. 
Second - Ron  
Vote - Approved 
 
12. Items Identified For Discussion / Action for Mtg.  
 
13. Next Meeting Agenda Items:  
Special meeting will be held for discussion of Post Quarantine Church 
book 
CCC date to be determined 
Budget process for 2022 has begun – Shannon will put 
out request forms, will be due back in Sept. 
 
14. Next Meeting Date: Aug 23   Time: 6:30 Location: 
Lighthouse room or Hall 
15. Adjournment: Motion By: Dick; Second By: Ron Ad-
journed At: 9:20 pm 
16. Closing Prayer (Offered By: Pastor Jen) 
 



August 2021 Willerup Whispers Page 6 

 

Willerup Church 
Accountability Leadership Board 
Board Meeting of July 5, 2021 (June Meeting) 
Lighthouse Room – 6:30 PM—Summary 
 
1.  Call To Order  (Time 6:35 PM) 
2.  Members Present (Recorded by Secretary)  
Ron Dayton – Chair  
Judy Vasby – Ministries Team 
Pastor Jen Wilson 
Megan Retzlaff – Secretary  
Shannon Ghorbani – Finance Lead 
Dick Legge – SPPRC Chair 
Gerry Fosdal – Co-Trustee 
Unable to attend: 
Lisa Kalata – Co-Trustee 
Carl Nurmi – Lay Leader 
3.  Opening Prayer - Pastor Jen  
4.  ALB Members Prayer Time / Prayer Requests  
5.  Card Ministry Requests / Card Messages / Signing 
6.  Opening Teaching By Pastor – none this month    
7.  Regular Action Items For Agenda: 
 A.  Minutes of the Meeting of May 24   
 Motion to Approve – Dick; Second – Judy 
  Approved as Amended 
 B.  Finance Report for June Meeting Approval   
  Motion to approve, Dick; Second, Ron 
  Vote – Finance Report Approved   
8.  Action Items Identified For This Meeting:    

A.  Dick – Request to reward Karl Nordvall, much time spent 
working on Parsonage, Gift of $350.   
Motion, Dick; Second, Ron 
Vote - Approved 
B.  Judy will provide a list of sound/tech concerns to the tech 
work team. 

9.  2021 Goals Updates: 
 A.  2021-A Willerup’s Decision on Its Future With UMC [Judy] 

Binder provided to each member with relevant documents. 
Judy will share info on specific local WCA members we can con-
tact with questions. 
Thoughts: If we “split” it is not us truly leaving something, it is us 
staying true to the Scripture. 

 B.  2021-B Church Ministries Review For Retention / Enhance-
ment [Judy]   

We have reviewed ministries at May meeting 
Next steps – share ministry reports with Pastor Jen 
We have honored Erin Nickelsburg and Pat Bryan for their 
service in important ministries. 

 C.  2021-C Willerup Church Next Generation Leaders / Servants  
 D.  2021-D Willerup Church Policies, Procedures, Practices De-
fined / Detailed [Ron] 

Ron has recently contacted Whitefish Bay UMC to learn 
from their program. 

10. Pastor and Secretary Report 
Pastor – Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
Secretary –  

Postcards – 130 mailed, Megan will research how to do a com-
munity mailing through Post Office 
 Good Samaritan 
  Thank you card from Gerlach family 
  Personal thank you from Pam Leverson 

Suggestion from Good Sam committee to give $500 to Fisher 
family in light of return of Samantha’s cancer. Motion, Ron; Sec-
ond, Dick 
 Vote Approved 
Bulletin changes proposed—Approved by consensus 
Whispers monthly newsletter changes proposed—Approved by 
consensus 
Good Sam giving policy: Shelly Fosdal requests increase of Pastor 
approval amount from $200 to $300, and increase of Team ap-
proval amount from $300 to $500. 

Request to keep ALB informed about giving. 
Motion to increase as requested above, Ron; Second, Judy 
Vote – Approved 

10. ALB Team Member / Committee Reports:   
 A.  Trustee Team [Lisa, Gerry] 
Gerry has been cleaning out the church basement of unnecessary 
items. Some men are available for setting up/tearing down tables 
etc. when needed: Alan Lund, Steve Kriedeman 
Suggestion that we set up an event to serve as a drop-off site for old 
electronics – Bill Wilson knows a group, will look into it. 
 B.  Staff / Pastor / Parish Team [Dick] 
Thanks again to Parsonage Preppers! 
Upcoming ministry/staff vacancies 
Discussion: Sunday focus is Family Worship together, kids’ spiritual 
needs are included in 10am service.  All K-12 ministries will focus on 
Wednesday programs. 
Suggestion: Start-up in September for Fall Focus and Student Minis-
try – Outdoor tailgate for a Packers Game? 
Need a handout with “Expectations for Leaders” – Ron and Pastor 
Jen will work on 
 Other – Bible Camp worship –Is camp open this year? 
 C.  Lay Leadership Team [Carl] – no report this month 
 D.  Ministries Team [Judy]  
History 
 Old hymnals: a few saved of each, but most will be disposed of. 
Need more storage space for our history collection. 
Judy will not travel to MMDC as previously planned, but will arrange 
for the donated items we have collected to be delivered. 
 E.  Finance / Budget Team [Shannon (Cathy)] – see above, 7-B 
 F.  Board Chair {Communications /Goals} [Ron] – see above, 9 
11.  Items Identified For Discussion / Action For 
 Tonight’s Meeting:      
 A.  Update  On Church Options for Split – see above, 9A 
 B.  Ministries Opening To Fill / Plan – see above 10B 
 C.  Evangelism Ministry Need For Lead and Team – see above 
10B 
 D.  Post Quarantine Church (Book) Next Steps? 
 For next meeting review Final section on Challenges and Oppor-
tunities  
12. Next Meeting Agenda Items: 
See 11-D 
Prep for yearly budget process 
Evangelism team 
Review progress on job/ministry openings 
Fall Focus 
Worship at Camp – 15th August? 
13. Next Meeting Date /Time / Location:  Lighthouse 
room Date: July 26, 6:30 pm 
14. Adjournment:  Motion: Dick; Second: Judy;  
Time : 9:35 PM 
15. Closing Prayer Offered By: Pastor Jen 
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The Willerup Whispers 
Newsletter 

(1 Kings 19:11-12) 

Available by Email or in Print 
Whisper Editor:  Megan 

Retzlaff, 
WMC Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Visit our Website at:  
 

www.willerupumc.org 
 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Who are We at Willerup? 
 

Our Mission 

To Seek the Lost, To Strengthen the Lord’s Disciples,  

and To Serve in the Lord’s Kingdom 
 

Our Purpose 

To Glorify Christ In Word and Deed by….  

 Reaching out and receiving new people, introducing them  

 to the person of Jesus Christ. 

 Connecting people to the community of faith which is growing in the 

grace and knowledge of the Lord. 

 Developing people to Christ-like maturity. 

 Equipping & sending disciples in ministry & mission. 

 . . . All to the end of exalting & honoring God’s name. 
 

Our Conviction 

We Believe a Great Commitment to the  

Great Commandment and the Great Commission 

Will Grow a Great Church! 

Sundays 
 

 

10:00 am Worship 

On-Site 

& Live-streamed  

Chairperson: Ron Dayton 
Cell: 608-520-6180 
Email:  rondayton@mac.com 

Trustee Co-Leader: Lisa Kalata 
Cell: 920-222-0788 
Email: ltkalata@gmail.com 

SPPRC Leader: Dick Legge 
Cell: 608-772-4738 
Email: dblegge@charter.net 

Trustee Co-Leader: Gerry Fosdal 
Cell: 608-719-7647   
Email: gerry.fosdal@gmail.com 

Financial Team Leader: Shannon Ghorbani 
Cell: 832-978-9832 
Email: shannon.ghorbani@willerupumc.org 
Or giving@willerupumc.org 

Pastor Jen Wilson – non-voting member 
Parsonage Phone: 608-423-2085 
Email: pastor@willerupumc.org 

Lay Leader: Carl Nurmi 
Home: 608-807-8524 
Email: pkcwnurmi@gmail.com 

Secretary: Megan Retzlaff – non-voting member 
Cell: 608-698-5783 
Email: secretary@willerupumc.org 

Ministries Team: Judy Vasby 
Cell: 608-576-0173 
Email: jvasby.office@gmail.com 

Church Phone: 608-423-3777 
Church Email – goes to Pastor and Secretary: 
churchoffice@willerupumc.org 

Willerup United Methodist Church  2021 Contact information 
Accountability Leadership Board   
Some members have specialties, but any member can be contacted to share a concern or question. 
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